
 

 

 

 

 

 

Yuw Bukmak 

Since 2016, the Electorate of Nhulunbuy has grown from 3 towns to 5 towns as well as many extra homelands. This year 
the Government has given some extra resources ($5000 and a 15 hour liaision position) for my office to meet the needs 
of a bigger electorate. Even though these resources are not enough, I am very pleased to say that my office is doing a 
good job of connecting across the Electorate. I am very happy to introduce Jacko Gurrudupunbuy Wanambi who is working 
as the Electorate Liaision Officer in Galiwin’ku 15 hours per week. I am very happy that people on Elcho Island can now 
connect with the Electorate Office every week. My office is open in Nhulunbuy and my home base is Milingimbi close to 
Ramingining. I am constantly traveling between these towns, the homelands and Darwin. 

I was very happy to visit several schools at the beginning of the school term. These schools had high numbers of students 
attending, but as the schools have all had funding cuts many teachers and students were struggling to manage. I’m calling 
on Government to increase funding and make their funding arrangements transparent. While the federal government is 
paying the NT Government per enrolled student, the NT Government only pays the schools per attending students. 
Arnhem Land schools would benefit from a regional model, so that Federal money bypassed Darwin and came straight 
into the schools. This could truely be ‘community led’ schools, which is the current Government policy that I strongly 
support. I will continue to take this issue to all of the Members of Government until they are funding our schools properly 
and supporting a ‘community led’ model.  

I spent the lead up to Australia Day at a Treaty Conference 
in Sydney. There were many people talking on Indigenous 
rights and current issues. It is good to know that there are 
many Aboriginal nations working towards national and 
multiple treaties. It gives me confidence on the path we are 
walking. But I am mindful that there have been many years 
of working to undermine traditional decision-making. For 
traditional people to come to Treaty we must do it from our 
perspective and our Law, a place where we have strength 
and confidence. What I mean when I say this, is that we use 
our law and ceremonies that give authority to the elders and 
the leaders so that a Treaty starts here in our culture and 
moves towards the middle ground. We are sovereign people 
and a treaty must be founded in both Laws to be genuine. 

 

In February, I met with the Chief Minister and I explained that I am not in opposition to the Government. I was elected to 
be a voice for my Electorate and to work with Government and to steer them in the right direction for this electorate. I also 
expect that they will work with me on issues that affect Arnhem Land and consult with me as a Yolŋu leader and an elected 
voice for the region.  

I have also met with Joe Morrison the CEO of the Northern Land Council to convey my concerns about the Space Base 
consultations. As I explained to the CEO, I was at the briefing at Wanduwuy and I spoke on behalf of many clan leaders 
at that meeting saying that people had questions and comments to make. We were told that the we were only being 
briefed and they would return for a consultation. Those leaders from that meeting are still waiting for consultation. This is 
why I feel strongly about traditional decision making in consultation. The Yothu-Yindi, Mari-Guthurra, Yapa-Waku clans 
must all be properly consulted in line with our law. This creates a strong foundation for business enterprise in the region. 
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I have been very happy to meet with Land Owners who are starting small businesses on homelands. I have also met with 
the Minister for Primary Industry and Resources to discuss the many possibilites for Yolŋu economic indepedence on 
homelands through Yolŋu owned businesses. There are many doors that we have to open and I am hoping that the 
Minister and his Department will start to create pathways that are easier for people wanting to start businesses. Many 
people experience problems with obtaining training, licenses, and funding. There are many landowners with vision for 
rejuvenating homelands, creating jobs, and building up schools. I share this vision. 

I was very pleased to meet with some of the members of the regional economic committee in Nhulunbuy and hear about 
the number of businesses already operating in the region and many of the services to assist in developing business. I 
also took the opportunity in Nhulunbuy to have a stall outside Woolworths and hear from people in Nhulunbuy about local 
concerns. In January I met with the General Manager of Rio Tinto in Gove to hear about the removal of refinery 
infrastructure and rehabilitation of the area. This is expected to take 10 years and I have heard from many people who 
are worried about this process and we need to work together to ensure the community is well supported in this transition, 
Yolŋu and Balanda working together.   

Recently I have met with the Rangers group MOPRA in 
Milingimbi. They have been meeting with young people 
and elders to talk about what young people need and 
want. These have been very valuable grassroots 
meetings, as elders and leaders in all communities have 
been disempowered over many years as their authority 
has been ignored. MOPRA have facilitated meetings 
that tie Yolŋu community together, reempowering Yolŋu 
authority and law and working towards giving young 
people a vision for becoming leaders. 

As we hear in the media sad stories from Tennant 
Creek, my message remains clear on child protection, 
authority needs to be returned to leaders and elders. 
We have been stripped of our authority and do not have 
the power to make decisions for our communities and 
our children. Any decisions relating to Yolŋu children 
must be made by the elders and leaders. Child abuse is 
not part of Yolŋu culture, it is an outcome of two cultures 
colliding, and it is not acceptable. We want our authority 
returned – consult the elders, leaders and community 
first for solutions to these problems. Removing Yolŋu 
children from their culture is not an option, consult with 
elders and leaders and we can create the best options 
for our children. 

 

As I am out and about visting all the communities, please take the time to come and talk with me. With the dry season 
approaching I will also be able to visit homelands more easily. Social media is not the easist way to communicate with me 
but you can always reach me through my office to arrange a meeting anywhere as I travel throughout the electorate. 

Thanks to all those many people who have dropped into the office, called or emailed me with your concerns and support. 
I really appreciate hearing from you. Please don’t hesitate to contact the Electorate Office if there’s anything we can possibly 
help you with.  

Djutjtjutj. 

 

 

 

Contact Information 
 

MLA Office is located upstairs Arnhem House, Endeavour Square, Nhulunbuy Town        
Ph: 8987 0125         Email: Electorate.Nhulunbuy@nt.gov.au        Facebook: Yingiya Guyula Mla 
 

Myself and George Milay Gaykamaŋu and Jason Gamalaŋga at Yurrwi Rangers 
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